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A Letter from Mr. Nich. Waite Merchant of Lon- 
don, to Dr. Rob. Plot ; concerning fome Incom- 
buftihie Cloth, lately expfed to the Fire before 
the Royal Society. 

TH E great refped and honour I bear to the learn- 
ed and ingenious Gentlemen of the I{oya.l S&ciety, 
prevailed with me, within few days after my arrival in 
this City^ to expofe to their fight & examination a piece of 
of LinnenClothy which by their experiment confumed not 
in the fire : and you being then defirous I would give a 
jhoTt narrative oiwh^it Subftance, and in whzt parts it is 
faid to be made s I here fend you the fame account I re- 
ceived of it, from one Conco, znztmzXChinefe, refident 
in the City of Batavia in the North-Eaft parts of India. 
Who, by means of K^ay-arear Sukradana flikewife a 
Chine fe^ and formerly chief Cujiamer to the old Sultan of 
Bantam) did after feveral years diligence, procure, from 
a great Mandarin m Lanquin (a province of China J near 
I of a yard of the faid sloth', and declared that he 
was credibly informed, that the Princes of Tartary, and 
others adjoy ning to them, did ufe it in burning their dead; 
and that it was laid and believed by them, to be made 
of the under part of the root of a tree growing in the 
Provinceof iJi^^^/^,- and was luppofed, in like manner, 
to be made of the Todda trees in India : and that, of the 
upper part ot the faid root, near the furface of the 
ground, was made a finer fort, which in three or four 
times burning I have ieen diminifh almofl half: They 
report alfo, that out of the faid tree there diftills a liguor, 
which not confuaiiug, is ufed with a JVieJ^mzd^ ot the 
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fame material widi die doth, to burn in their Temples 
to pofterity. This, Sr, is the true r^/^/^/^?;^ I received of 
the nature and fubftance of it from the Chtnefe above 
mention di if asa t^<?^^i^^^/^ it agree not with your Ex- 
periments or judgment, your own commands^bligeing 
me to render you this account , I hppe riiere will, hot any 
ill conftrudion be made there of, which is all the Favour 
is defired by 
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The Handkerchief orj^zttevn of dhis. Incombufidbh Lirir 
nen, which was fliewn the i?^o^/if"5'dr^ /part whereof is 
engraven Fig. 3 . ) bci ng raeaf ur;ed ,i was fdund • rn length 
9 Inches, between the fri/ige or taJJe/Is; the ffr?ige ate^ich 
end being ^ Inches more ; fo that the whole was juft a 
foot in length ;aiid the breadth was'ijult^ a ^f^^ 

Ther6 wei-e twoi proofs of its Tefiftitig^^r^;: given at 
London: onei, before fome of rhe Members of the ^^^^ So- 
tiety, privatiy, ^^^. 2:0^ 1584; when^y/ was permitted 
tobe poured upon it whilft red hot, to enforce the vio- 
lence ;of the fire .-before: iitw^s put' dn to the /r^ this firft 
triali it weigJiied one ounce, fix dra m^jfixteen grains, land 
loft in thebuming two dreams, five grains. 

The feeond Experiment oi \t was publick before the So- 
ciety, TV^^t'.iiafoi towing, when it weighed (as appears by 
the Journal of thei^Jaa^/^)^) before it was put into the fire^ 
one otuice^ thred drams, 18 grains. Being put into a 
clearr/^^r^^^^Z/r/?, it waspetmitted to ci^ntiiiue red hot 
in it, forfeveral minutes : when taken out (though red 
hot) it did notconfume apieceof white /^^/^^r, on which 
it waslayd: it was prele^itly cool, a-nd upon weigh- 
ing 



ing it again, was found to have loft one dram, (j grains. 
Dec. 3, Mr. Arthur Bayly, one of the Fellows of the 1{. 
^o<;/<r^j', prefented them with a piece of this Linnen In the 
name of Mr. Waite. At the fame time, the fame Mr. 
5«y/y prelcnted Dr. P/o/ with another piece of it, which 
being brought to Oxford the Experiment was again re- 
peated on it (i)ef. i6.) it being put into a ftrong Char- 
coal fire in. t\it Natur al Hijiory School^ in a full meeting 
oithePhilofophual Society oithAtVniverfity ^ whereafter 
ichad coiitinued red hot for feme confiderable time, it 
was taken forth again little altered v/hen cold, faving 
that it feemed a little whiter and cleaner than before ic 
was put in/ as appears upon the Journal of that Society. 
Concerning which, Br. Plot, being defired to offer his 
thoughts, drew up thefollowing Dz/foar/, which was read 
htiote the hid Society, June the 23^ An. i6ij. 

A Dirconrfe concerning the Incombuftible Cloth a- 
hove mentioned ; Addrefstin a Letter to Mr. Ar- 
thur feayly Merchant^ and^dXow of the R. Socie- 
ty ^ mdto Mr- Nicholas Waite, Merchant o/Loa- 
don ; hj Rob. Plot. LL- D. 

Worthy G'eritlemen. 

''HE Hiftorical account of the incomhuflihle Linnen 
Cloth above mention'd, being fent me by the one of 
Youi andanobleprefentmademe 0I part oiit by the 
Either s with a deiire from hoth, that I would fearch the old 
Au-thors^nd fee how agreeable their relations are to thiis-i 
give you Both .a juft riglit to the following Difcourfe!- 
which I deiire you would believe I addrefs to you, not fo 
mack out of Complement, as truegratztude for fo valuable 




